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Today  is  a  special  day  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.     So  "by  way  of 
celebration,  how  would  you  like  to  try  answering  some  questions.    Here's  a  little 
quiz  of  5  questions.     See  if  you  can  answer  each  one. 

First  question:    What  national  holiday  or  celebration  was  first  observed  ex- 
actly 78  years  ago — April  10,  1872? 

Got  the  answer?    All  right.    Let's  go  cn  to  the  second  question:     What  nation- 
al holiday  or  celebration  comes  at  different  dates  in  different  parts  of  the  country? 

Too  easy?    Well,  try  Question  No. 3:     What  national  celebration  was  started 
oecause  early  settlers  cn  the  Great  Plains  needed  trees  to  protect  crops  and  build- 
ings, to  provide  fuel  and  fence  posts,  and  to  help  conserve  water  and  soil? 

That  was  the  third  question.    Now  are  you  ready  for  the  fourth  question? 
Here  it  is:    What  national  day  gave  Nebraska  the  name  of  "The  Tree-Planters1  State"? 

Tne  fifth  and  last  question  is  this:     What  day  is  dedicated  to  the  planting 
of  trees? 

Of  course,  you've  guessed  the  answer.    One  and  the  same  answer  to  all  5  ques- 
tions.   And  the  answer  is:    Arbor  Day, 

On  April  10,  187H,  exactly  78  years  ago  today,  Arbor  Day  was  first  observed 
in  the  State  of  Nebraska.    Perhaps  ycu  remember  the  story  of  how  the  day  started. 
«W  first  settlers  in  Nebraska  found  farming  difficult  because  they  had  no  trees  to 
rrotcct  their  orchards  and  field  crops,  .and  their  hemes  and  barns  from  the  winds  that 
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sweet  across  the  vast  plains.     They  needed  trees  for  fence  posts  and  fuel  wood. 
They  needed  trees  to  help  conserve  their  soil  and  water.     And  they  needed  trees  for 
shade  and  to  make  their  homes  more  attractive.     They  needed  trees,  and  they  had  the 
soil  to  grow  them. 

So  in  1872  a  man  bv  the  name  of  J.  Sterling  Morton,  then  in  the  Nebraska 
State  legislature  and  later  United  States  Secretary  of  Agriculture,   introduced  a 
resolution  that  April  10  be  set  aside  in  that  State  for  planting  trees.     The  State 
offered  pri  zes  for  tree  planting  and  told  people  what  kind  of  trees  were  best  to 
plant  in  that  region,  and  how  to  plant  and  care  for  them.     So  from  a  State  that  was 
practically  treeless  Nebraska  became  one  of  the  leaders  in  practical  forestry  and 
got  the  name  "The  Tree-Flanters 1  State." 

Today  Arbor  Day  has  spread  around  the  world.     Great  Britain,  Canada, 
Australia,  South  Africa,  New  Zealand.,  France,  Norway,  Russia.,  Spain,  China  and 
Japan  are  some  of  the  countries  to  adopt  the  Arbor  lay  idea. 

Here  in  the  United  States  the  date  of  Arbor  Day  differs  in  the  different 
States  becaase  the  proper  time  for  tree-planting  differs.     Georgia  observes  Arbor 
Esy  in  December.     Texas  observes  Arbor  Day  on  George  Washington's  Birthday  in  Feb- 
ruary.   Maine  observes  it  in  May.     Other  northern  States  have  their  Arbor  Day  this 
conth  as  Nebraska  does.     Some  States  have  2  Arbor  Davs  a  year,  one  in  spring  and  one 
in  fall. 

By  the  way,   if  you  want  the  full  story  of  this  national  celebration,  you  are 
'ilcome  to  the  Arbor  Day  bulletin  published  by  the  U.S.  Forest  Service.     Send  a  post- 
card to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C.  for  the  bulletin  called 
"Arbor  Day."      If  you  V/ant  to  order  by  number,  write  for  Farmers'  Bulletin  No. 1432. 

Arbor  Day  bulletin  is  free  as  long  as  the  free  supply  holds  out.     The  youngsters 
in  your  family  v/ill  find  this  bulletin  interesting,  especially  the  part  that  tells 
about  famous  trees  planted  as  memorials. 
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Speaking  of  famous  trees,  hero's  a  recent  news  item  from  the  State  of  Mary- 
land.   That  State  has  just  paid  S  thousand  150  dollars  to  set  the  title    to  a  400- 
year  old  white  oak  at  Wye  Mills,  Talbct  County.    The  "beautiful  old  tree  is  un- 
usually large  in  diameter.    The  tree  is  90  feet  tall. 

That's  .just  one  tree.  But  if  you  are  interested  in  many  trees,  you'll  he 
glad  to  know  th?t  this  spring  more  than  a  million  acres  in  National  Forest  lands 
Trill  have  been  planted  to  trees.  In  the  last  5  years  the  Forest  Service  has  been 
able  to  make  use  of  considerable  relief  labor,  particularly  CCC  workers,  and  the 
forest  plantings  have  averaged  more  than  160  thousand  acres  a  year.  This  yearly 
average  is  greater  than  the  total  plantings  of  all  the  years  up  to  1935. 

Forest  Service  records  show  it  costs  abcut  two-fifths  of  a  cent  to  produce 
a  seedling  tree  suitable  for  planting.    And  it  costs  about  four-fifths  of  a  cent  to 
plant  it.    On  the  average,  it  takes  about  950  trees  to  plant  an  acre — or  a  cost  of 
12  dollars  an  acre. 

fith  a  million  acres  planted,  the  Forest  Service  estimates  still  about  3 
and  a  half  million  acres  in  need  of  planting  on  National  Forest  lend,  raid  many 
core  millions  of  acres  of  other  lands  needing  reforestation,  mostly  because  forest 
fires  have  destroyed  the  forest  cover,  leaving  no  seeds  to  plant  themselves. 

That  concludes  the  Arbor  Day  news  today.    But  remember,  if  you  want  that 
bulletin  on  Arbor  Day,  you  are  welcome  to  it.    Just  write  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, Washington,  D.C.  for  it.    And  if  you  want  special  bulletins  on  planting 
fruit  trees,  or  ornamental  trees,  or  any  other  kind  of  trees,  you  are  also  welcome 
to  them. 


